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Company, in which criminal proceedings by the fiscal the sald
Negroes are charged with the murder of Jan Premero, also a slave,
committed on the 6th of January 1641, which sald defendants on
Monday last, being the 21st of this month, without torture or
irons, jointly acknowledged in court at Fort Amsterdam that they
had committed the ugly deed against the slain Premero in the
woods near their houses; therefore, wishing to provide herein
and to do justice, as we do hereby, in accordance with the Holy
Scriptures and secular ordinances, we have, after due deliberation
snd consideration of the matter, condemned the delinquents to
draw lots which of them shall be henged until death ensue. And
after we had called upon God to designate the culprit by lot,
finally, through the providence of God, the lot fell upon
Manuel of Gerrit de Beus, who therefore 1s thereby debarred from
any exceptions, pleas and defehses which in the aforesaid matter
he might in any wise set up, inasmuch as the ugly murderous deed
1s committed against the highest majesty of God and His supreme
rulers, whom he has deliberately robbed of their servant, whose
blood calls for vengence before God; all of which can in no wise
be tolerated or suffered in countries where it is customary to
maintain justice and should be punished as an example to others;
therefore, we have condemned, as we do hereby condemn, the afore-
said Manuel of Gerrit de Reus (inasmuch as he drew the lot) to
be punished by hanging until death follows, as an example to sll
such malefactors.

Thus done and sentenced in our council and put into execution
on the 24th of Janusry of this year of our Lord and Savior Jesus

Christ anno 1641.



